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                    Teacher’s Notes EXAMPLE 

Lesson Plan          
Aim: to introduce students to academic posters and to support them in identifying what an academic 
poster is and what it contains in addition to evaluating a first draft poster for errors and a final draft 
poster for strengths and weaknesses. The lesson also provides a topic for students to create their own 
academic poster. 
 

Lesson Timing 
60 -120 minutes. The main worksheet is 60 minutes. Creating the poster is an additional 60 minutes. 
 

Preparation   
Download (and print if teaching face-to-face) the two sample posters in Appendices A & B and the 
student worksheet. 
 

1. Lead in (10 mins) 
1. Task 1: Students discuss the questions in small groups. 
2. Whole class feedback: Nominate a few students to explain their group’s responses. 
 

2. Pre-task work (10 mins) 
1. Pre-teach any vocabulary for tasks 2-5 that your students may not know. 
 

3. Guided learning 1 (20 mins) 
1. Students work through tasks 2-5 individually and then compare with a partner. 
2. Whole class feedback: Nominate students to give their answers. 
3. Display key. 
 

4. Guided learning 2 (20 mins) 
1. Task 6: Show or hand out the first draft poster (Appendix 1, student’s worksheet & ‘Posters’ link). 
Students work together to identify the ten changes the teacher has asked the student to make. 
2. Whole class feedback: Nominate students to give their answers. 
3. Display answer key. 
4. Task 7: Show or hand out the final draft poster (Appendix 2, student’s worksheet & ‘Posters’ link). 
Students work together to evaluate the poster in terms of strengths and weaknesses. 
5. Whole class feedback (Student’s own ideas). 
 

5. Independent learning (60 mins) 
1. Students create a poster using the template (Appendix 3 and link below).  
Options:  
Option A: You give them the topic. Students research and create a poster in pairs or small groups. 
Option B: You use the suggested topic of the UN SDGs in task 8:  
Students select one SDG in pairs or small groups and produce the poster based on the information. 
2. Students can put their posters on a file sharing application like Padlet and receive peer feedback 
using the feedback form provided (Task 9). 
 

6. Extension activities 
1. Students present their posters to the class. 
2. Students write a self-reflection on the process of making a poster. What did they enjoy about 
making a poster? What did they find difficult about making a poster? Do they think it is a good way 
to demonstrate they learning? 
 

Posters: Available in the paying download 

Poster Template Link: Available in the paying download 

UN SDGs Link: Available in the paying download 
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                  Academic Posters EXAMPLE 

Task 1 
Discuss the following questions in small groups. Take some notes so you can report back to 
the whole class. 
  

1. What is an academic poster? 
2. Have XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX before? 
3. Have you ever seen an academic poster before? 
4. Why XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX posters? 
5. What makes a good academic poster? 
6. Do you XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX can help XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX poster? 
 

Put your notes in the box. 

  
 
 
 

 

Task 2 
Read the following definition of an academic poster and complete the gaps with words in 
the box. 
 

 hard            XXXXXXX           diagrams         XXXXXX         assessment          XXXXXXXX      text 
 

Academic posters are a ________ form of communicating academic _________, projects or 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX that often XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX of _________and _________to convey 
ideas in a clear and _________way.  Although XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX in _________science 
XXXXXXXXX method of ___________is becoming increasingly common XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
disciplines too. 
 

Task 3 
Read the following sentences and decide if they are true or false, and correct the false 
sentences. 

 
 

  True False 

1. When creating a poster, XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX many 
pictures as you can.  

  

2. The information   XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX   
 

 

3. The colour XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.  
  

 

4. It is better XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX for the main 
text. 

 
 

 

5. Unlike writing XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX written in 
a logical order.  

  

6. It is always XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX poster 
before the deadline. 
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Task 4  
Read the top tips for creating your academic poster and complete the gaps with words that 
make logical sense. 
 

All posters: 
1. Use clear and concise ___________that grab XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. 
2. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX too ___________ as too much text is off putting. 
3. Make sure your ____________ includes a XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX objectives. 
 

For scientific posters: 
4. The _______________ section XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX study. 
5. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX _______________section includes data analysis. 
6. The ________________ must XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX research question. 
 
 

Task 5 
Match the two halves of the sentences to indicate more top tips for creating your poster. 
 

1. Be XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
audience is…. 

a. …as this will save you much time. 

2. It is important to add your list of 
references to your poster… 

b. …but XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX see 
them clearly. 

3. You XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX in 
which to write your poster…. 

c. …as XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX the most 
appropriate information. 

4. Using XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
good idea… 

d. …are good sizes to use. 

5. Font XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX for 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX title… 

e. …is an XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX count. 

6. Between 300 – 800 words… f. …so XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX the 
source of the information easily. 

 
1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  

 
Task 6 
Look at the following poster (see next page) that a student has produced as part of an 
assignment on the topic of global citizenship. The teacher has asked the student to make 
ten changes. Can you identify the things that the student needs to improve? 
 

1.  
 

6.  

2.  
 

7.  

3.  
 

8.  

4.  
 

9.  

5.  
 

10.  

http://www.academic-englishuk.com/
http://www.academic-englishuk.com/academic-posters


                                                             
 www.academic-englishuk.com                  

 

 
COPYRIGHT of www.academic-englishuk.com/academic-posters                                                                      

                                                                                                        

Task 6: Look at the student’s first draft poster on global citizenship. Identify the ten changes the teacher has asked the student to make. 

 
No watermarks in paid version
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Task 7 
Look at the student’s final poster (see next page) on global citizenship. Evaluate the poster 
for strengths and weaknesses. When you’ve finished, compare with your group. 
 

Strengths Weaknesses 
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Task 7: Look at the student’s final poster on global citizenship. Evaluate the poster for strengths and weaknesses. 

 
No watermarks in paid version
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Task 8 
You are now going to create your own academic poster on one of the UN sustainable 
development goals.   
 

1. Work in pairs or groups of three. 
2. Go to the UN website and XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. Available in the paying download. 
3. Select one that you find interesting. 
4. Read XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX what you would like to use. 
5. Plan your poster. 
6. Download the template. Link: Available in the paying download. 
7. Add the content to your template, making XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX and 
reference appropriately. 
8. Change the XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX the font. 
 

Task 9 
1. Swap posters with another group and use the checklist to give them some feedback. 
 

  Yes No 

1. Does the poster contain both text and visuals?   

2. Is the XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX?   

3. Do the subheadings stand out?   
4. Are the XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX referred to?   

5. Are the points referenced?   

6. Is the XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX accurately?   
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Academic Posters ANSWERS 
Task 1 
Discuss the following questions in small groups. Take some notes so you can report back to 
the whole class. 
  

1. What is an academic poster? 
2. Have you ever created an academic poster before? 
 
 
 
 

All answers included in paid version…
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Appendix 1. Task 6: Look at the student’s first draft poster on global citizenship. Identify the ten changes the teacher has asked the student to make. 

 

No watermarks in paid version
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Appendix 2. Task 7: Look at the student’s final poster on global citizenship. Evaluate the poster for strengths and weaknesses. 
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Task 8: You are now going to create your own academic poster on one of the UN sustainable development goals.  
Appendix 3. Poster template. Link: Available in the paying download. 
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