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The top 10 features of academic writing
Video Link: https://youtu.be/11HlWkancMo

1.  Features and Language to Avoid in academic Writing 
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Task: Identify the informal language in each sentence and then rewrite each one

	i.
	When people don’t have enough food, they lack the strength to work.
	

	ii.
	After looking into world poverty, the data illustrates that 8.4% of the world’s population are living in extreme poverty.
	

	iii.
	There is enough food to feed everyone in the world. Plus, there are sufficient resources to meet everyone’s needs.
	

	iv.
	What happens when people are exposed to contaminated water?
	





Video link: https://youtu.be/11HlWkancMo
2. Passive
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Task: Rewrite the active sentences into the passive voice

	 
	Tense
	Active
	Passive

	i.
	Present
simple
	Millions of people in several African countries face famine-like conditions.
	 

	ii.
	Past
simple
	Food insecurity affected over 7 million people in 2021 in South Sudan.
	 

	iii.
	Present
perfect
	Some organisations have offered participants food or money in exchange for completing community projects such as building roads.
	 

	iv.
	Modal verbs
	Microfinance can advance a zero-hunger world.
	 

	v.
	Future with will
	Technology and innovation will solve the issue of global hunger.
	 







3. Hedging
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Task: Identify the errors and rewrite the following the sentences

	i.
	People who recover from Tetanus can caught it again.
	

	ii.
	There is a possible that water-borne illnesses can be prevented with good hygiene measures.  
	

	iii.
	It likely that insecticide-treated bed nets can help in the war against malaria.
	

	iv.
	Tobacco use is clear an economic burden with the cost of treating tobacco-related diseases on an upward trajectory.
	










4. Academic Vocabulary
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TASK: These words are from AWL sublist 2. Select the best option for each of the following sentences

	i.
	A common ambition uniting communities/residents across Africa is the desire for a brighter future through education. 

	ii.
	Investment/achievement to protect and promote the rights of adolescent girls in Africa in needed.

	iii.
	12 million girls are prevented from completing their studies each year due to the potential/ impact of climate change.

	iv.
	The consequences/conclusion of large class sizes is that they result in lower educational accomplishments.

	v.
	Insufficient learning resources/strategies such as course books are hindering the education of millions of children each year in Sub-Saharan Africa.



5. Noun Phrases

[image: A close-up of a chart

Description automatically generated]

Task: Rewrite the following sentences on ‘water-related disasters’ so that the articles are accurate

	i.
	An impact of disasters is worsening due to urbanisation.
	 

	ii.
	One effect of rapid urbanisation is that water drainage has become the real challenge.
	 

	iii.
	After an flood, outbreaks of infectious diseases are common.
	 

	iv.
	Over a last 50 years, there have been more water-related disasters than any other natural disaster.
	 

	v.
	Climate change is predicted to increase a number of people affected by flooding.
	 

	vi.
	A spread of water-borne diseases such as cholera and typhoid are associated with drinking contaminated water.
	 


6. Complex Language Structures
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Task: Combine the two clauses to make one sentence using a subordinating conjunction. 

	i.
	a.
	Many fossil fuels are exported.
	

	
	b.
	They are subjected to price fluctuations.
	

	ii.
	a.
	Africa is abundant in renewable energy sources such as wind and solar.
	

	
	b.
	They are underutilised. 
	

	iii.
	a.
	Half the population of African has access to electricity.
	

	
	b.
	Efforts to connect the rest are hampered by population growth.
	

	iv.
	a.
	Africa changes their coal and oil plants to run on natural gas.
	

	
	b.
	It could reduce its emissions and increase energy access. 
	


7. Cause and Effect Language
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Task: Select the correct cause/effect language in the following sentences about ‘digitalisation’. 

	i.
	Digitalisation can be attributed to/is caused by socio-economic change in Africa.

	ii.
	Socio-economic change stems from/plays an important role in opening up new job opportunities. 

	iii.
	The creation of jobs within data analytics, machine learning and digital marketing will result in/is triggered by African youths being able to shape their futures and drive economic growth.

	iv.
	On account of/as a consequence job opportunities in technology requiring a higher level of education, a skills shortage could be seen across the sector.

	v.
	Updated curricula to include digital skills training will stem from/will contribute to preparing students for employment in the digital age.  



8. Parallelism
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TASK: Read the following sentences about ‘sustainable cities’ and highlight the parallel structures in RED

	i.
	Growing populations, changing environments, and increasing urbanisation have led to the need for cities to radically change in order to be resilient to climate change.

	ii.
	Poor housing conditions are not only associated with health issues, but also with environmental hazards.

	iii.
	The level of pollution is far higher in informal settlements than it is in formal settlements.

	iv.
	 Enhancing urban adaptability is vital in avoiding human, social and economic losses.

	v.
	A sustainable city is an urban area designed to meet the needs of its inhabitants by minimising environmental impact, fostering economic growth, and ensuring social equity.





9. Coherence
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Task: Identify given/new pattern in the following paragraph. Highlight the given information in green and the new information in purple.

Climate change is a growing threat to biodiversity in various ways. Firstly, rising temperatures affect coral reef ecosystems considerably. Corals can become stressed by changes such as temperature and light, and when this happens, they remove the algae living in their tissues, causing the coral to turn white. This process, known as bleaching, can lead to diseases or even death. Secondly, changing climate conditions are creating new ways for the introduction and spread of invasive species. These organisms have a negative effect on the native biodiversity as they damage habitats, spread new diseases and cause extinction. In summary, an observational approach is needed to monitor ecosystems, and detect and identify new invasions.

10. Cohesion
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Task: Complete the gaps in the following sentences about ‘ocean energy’ with a transition word from the box. 

	such as     even though      however      apart from     for example     because     to start with     since



	i.
	The ocean can provide several forms of renewable energy such as tidal, wave and wind energy. 

	ii.
	Offshore wind and ocean energy do not contribute to global warming because they do not emit CO2 or other greenhouse gases.

	iii.
	Even though tidal energy is a reliable source of energy, it is not popular at present.
 

	iv.
	The latest generation of wind technology is the floating offshore wind farm, and since these are less damaging to the seabed, they are more advantageous.

	v.
	Apart from the environmental benefits of ocean energy, there are economic benefits too.

	vi.
	To start with, the implementation of ocean energy will be instrumental in job creation. 

	vii.
	 Opportunities will arise for skilled labour in, for example, installation.
 

	viii.
	 The countries that invest in ocean energy, however, will be the ones who will benefit economically.
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Passive Voice

The passive voice is used when we wish to focus on the action or the receiver of the action rather

than the doer of the action. Although we can use the passive with most tenses, the five most
common ones for academic writing are introduced here. Compare the use of active and passive
voice paying particular attention to the verb forms.

Tense Active Passive
i Present Civil insecurity, rising food Food scarcity is caused by civil insecurity,
simple prices and declining food rising food prices and declining food
production cause food scarcity. | production.
il Past Wasting disease affected 45 45 million children worldwide under the
simple million children worldwide age of five were affected by wasting
under the age of five in 2022. disease in 2022.
jii. Present We have made progress on Progress has been made on exclusive
perfect exclusive breastfeeding with breastfeeding with 44% of babies now
44% of babies now breastfed breastfed globally.
globally.
iv. Modal People can make a difference by | A difference can be made by selecting
verbs making sustainable food more
choices. sustainable food choices.
w. Future A world without hunger will Economies, health, and social
with will have a positive impact on development will be positively impacted in
economies, health, and social a world without hunger.
development. AR léﬁig(lifﬁll}f _
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Hedging

Hedging (cautious or tentative language) is used to make ideas less absolute, less direct, or less
certain. We can use the following language to indicate this.

i Modal Verbs Can; could; may; might; would; should

ii. Modal Nouns Possibility; assumption; necessity; probability

iii. Modal Adjectives Possible; likely, definite; conceivable; probable
iv. | Modal Adverbs Definitely, clearly; certainly; possibly; probably

V. Adverbs of frequency Often; usually; sometimes; occasionally; regularly
vi Introductory verbs Suggest; believe; think; indicate; appear; seem
vii. | ‘That’ clauses It is widely accepted that...

It is generally agreed that...
It could be the case that...
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Academic Word List

The AWL is a set of 570-word families that appear frequently in academic texts. The 570 words are
divided into ten sublists with the most frequent words appearing in sublist 1 and the least
frequent words in sublist 10.

*Note that general, technical, and subject specific vocabulary are not contained in this list.
www.academic-englishuk.com/awl/

Sublist 1
sector » available * financial » process « individual » specific + principle * estimate + variables » method * data = research » contract = environment « export » source » assessment » policy sidentified » create » derived
« factors « procedure » definition « assume » theory « benefit + evidence » established * authority » major » issues » labour * occur » economic * involved * percents interpretation * consistent » income » structure »
legal  concept « formula » section  required » constitutional » analysis » distribution * function « area » approach « role » legislation sindicate « response = period » context s significant » similar »

Sublist 2

community « resident » range » construction s strategies * elements * previous * conclusion  security * aspects » acquisition * features * text « commission * regulations * computer * itemse consumer » achieve » final
« positive » evaluation » assistance « normal » relevant  distinction  region * traditional + impact = consequences  chapter » equation  appropriate » resources sparticipation * survey » potential » cultural » transfer
«select scredit » affect « categories » perceived » sought » focus » purchase  injury * ste » journal » primary » complex « institute sinvestment  administration « maintenance * design » obtained » restricted » conduct

Sublist 3

comments » convention * published * framework » implies * negative + dominant « ilustrated * outcomes * constant * shift + deduction » ensure » specified * justification » funds » reliance sphysical + partnership +
location  link * coordination * alternative  initial * valicity » task » techniques » excluded » consent » proportion  demonstrate  reaction * citeria * minorities stechnology  philosophy * removed » sex » compensation
« sequence » corresponding » maximum  circumstances « instance  considerable » sufficient » corporate « interaction scontribution « immigration * component » constraints » technical » emphasis * scheme » layer »
volume » document » registered « core »

Sublist4

overall » emerged » regime  implementation » project * hence * occupational « internal » goals » retained » sum » integration » mechanism * parallel » imposed » despite » job * parameters sapproximate * label +
concentration » principal * series * predicted » summary * attitudes * undertaken  cycle + communication = ethnic » hypothesis * professional « status » conference eattributed * annual » obvious » error » implications
« apparent « commitment » subsequent « debate » dimensions » promote « statistics » option + domestic * output « access  code sinvestigation * phase  prior » granted » stress » civil  contrast » resolution + adequate

Sublist 5

alter » stability « energy  aware « licence » enforcement  draft » styles » precise « medical » pursue + symbolic + marginal  capacity + generation * exposure » decline * academic » modifieds external » psychology +
Jfundamental « adjustment » ratio = whereas  enable * version * perspective * contact » network « facilitate * welfare » transition « amendment  logic * rejected *expansion » clause » prime * target » objective *
sustainable » equivalent » iberal » notion » substitution * generated » trend » revenue » compounds * evolution * conflict « image * discretion entities * orientation » consultation * mental » monitoring » challenge »

Sublist 6
intelligence  transformation « presumption * acknowledged s utility = furthermore » accurate » diversity » attached « recovery » assigned » tapes » motivation * bond = edition » nevertheless stransport » cited » fees »
Scope  enhanced » incorporated » instructions * subsidiary  input + abstract « ministry + capable » expert « preceding * display * incentive = inhibition » trace signored » incidence » estate  cooperative » revealed +
index  lecture » discrimination « overseas » explicit » aggregate » gender » underlying = brief » domain = rational » minimum » interval sneutral = migration s flexibility * federal + author s initiatives = allocation »
exceed »

Sublist 7
intervention  confirmed » definite * classical « chemical » voluntary * release » visible * finite » publication » channel » file » thesis » equipment  disposal » solely * deny » identical » submitted » grade  phenomenon
« paradigm » ultimately + extract « survive « converted * transmission » global « inferred + guarantee + advocate + dynamic « simulation  topic » insert sreverse « decades * comprise * hierarchical  unique »
comprehensive * couple * mode * differentiation  eliminate * priority = empirical » ideology + somewhat » aid » foundation * adults *adaptation = quotation * contrary + media » successive * innovation = prohibited »
isolated »

Sublist 8

highlighted « eventually « inspection « termination « displacement  arbitrary « reinforced » denote » offset  exploitation * detected « abandon « random s revision » virtually * uniform spredominantly  thereby +
implicit » tension « ambiguous » vehicle = clarity + conformity « contemporary « automatically + accumulation + appendix * widespread « infrastructure » deviation «fluctuations » restore  guidelines » commodity »
minimises spractitioners » radical » plus » visual * chart = appreciation » prospect * dramatic * contradiction » currency » inevitably scomplement » accompany * paragraph « induced » schedule « intensity * crucial »
via  exhibit » bias » manipulation » theme « nuclear »

Sublist 9

bulk * behalf » unified * commenced » erosion » anticipated « minimal = ceases * vision * mutual « norms « intermediate » manual  supplementary » incompatible + concurrent  ethical spreliminary » integral +
conversely » relaxed + confined = accommodation « temporary = distorted * passive » subordinate + analogous = military » scenario « revolution * diminished scoherence » suspended » mature » assurance » rigid
« controversy + sphere » mediation « format  trigger + qualitative * portion * medium * coincide * violation * device » insights  refine sdevoted = team * overlap » attained * restraints » inherent  route » protocol »
founded « duration +

Sublist 10
whereby « inclination « encountered « convinced » assembly « albeit * enormous * reluctant » posed  persistent » undergo * notwithstanding » straightforward  panel « odd  intrinsic scompiled * adjacent * integrity

« forthcoming + conceived * ongoing * so-called * likewise » nonetheless « levy « invoked ® colleagues » depression * collapse *
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Noun Phrases

One way to make your writing more concise is by using noun phrases. There are two types: pre-
modifying words that describe the noun and post-modifying words that connect your noun to the
consequent idea.

Pre-modifying words

Examples

Articles: ‘the’, ‘a’, ‘an’
-Shows specific or generic reference.

Oua~tPers: ‘some’, “na v, “nuer’, ‘(a) few’,

Water and sanitation are not only vital for people’s
health, but also for the planet’s health.

Many ea’ d en unde” the age of Fve ¢'a of

‘la) e, 2’ ‘e, ‘enoug”’, ‘most, ‘aotA’,

‘(n)either’, ‘several’

-Deternines 27 amount,

Comaoune acjectves: Acject've + mou» o7
a7y e Acvers + 3a e’ e Nour + acject’ve
o7 2a e’ s e Nuose” + aoun

-Joined with a hyphen to describe the noun in
more detail.

Adverb + adjective
-Further describes the adjective.

Comnaoune AoURS: A0UR + 10UR; acjective +
noun; verb + noun

-A combination of one or two objects or people
formed as one word or two.

diarrhoea in Sub-Saharan African.

Water-related disasters such as floods and storms
have a greater impact on poor communities.

A 900-foot water well can supply water to 3000
people.

Millions die every year because they do not have
zeeess o safe v managed 47 ¢ g wate”,

In the aftermath of a flood, infectious diseases are
commonly transmitted due to contaminated
water.

Post-modifying words

Examples

NMeun + prepositional phrase
-Preposition followed by another noun to add
specific information about the previous noun.

Noun + noun clause
-Noun followed by ‘that’ to introduce a new
clause.

Communicable diseases are responsible for the
weztns of ' loms of ca’dren unde” the age of fve
in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Scientists have put forward the idea that climate
crange W' "esu €’ atered "anTa | natte™s acvoss
Africa.

www.academic-englishuk.com/academic-writing

Academic
AEEng lishuk 7





image6.png
Complex Sentence Structure

A complex sentence is an independent clause connected to one or more dependent clauses using a
subordinating conjunction (before, although) or a relative pronoun (who, which).

e.g. Although governments globally have increased their expenditure on essential services in the last
decade, it is predicted that 575 million people will be living in extreme poverty by 2030.

Type Function of Dependent Clause Linking Word
i. Adverbial | These provide information about what, Subordinating conjunctions
clauses where, why or how an action occurs. Time: when, after, before, until.
Place: where, wherever.
Condition: if, when, unless.
Manner: as if, like, as though.
Reason: because, since, as.
Comparison: than, whereas, while.
Concession: although, even though.
Purpose: so that, so.
ii. | Adjective | These function as an adjective in the Relative pronouns
clauses sentence and comes directly after the Who: people.
(relative | noun/pronoun it is modifying. Whose: possessions.
clauses) | Two types Whom: people (formal).
Restrictive Which: things.

In this type, the adjective clause provides
essential information about the noun or
pronoun mentioned and are necessary to
understand the complete sentence.

Non-restrictive

In this type, the adjective clause provides
extra information, and if removed, the
sentence still displays a complete thought.
Commas are used to separate the
adjective clause.

That: people/things.
Relative adverbs
Where: places.
When: time.

Why: reason.

* ‘that’ cannot be used with non-
restrictive adjective clauses.
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Cause and Effect Language

Cause and effect is a relationship between events or things where one is the result of the other or
others. This is a combination of action and reaction. Something happens (a cause) that leads to an

effect.
Cause Language (verbs) Effect
Underfunding of critical lead(s) to deteriorating  systems and
infrastructure worldwide result(s) in inadequate services.
(noun phrase) cause(s) (noun phrase)

give(s) rise to
contribute(s) to

Effect Language (verbs) Cause
Economic growth results from investments in critical
(noun phrase) is caused by infrastructure.

is triggered by (noun phrase)

is produced by
is the result of
stems from

Language (connectors)

Cause

Effect

Owing to sustainable industrialisation there is reduced
Due to (noun phrase) environmental degradation
As a result of and resource depletion.
Because of (clause)
On account of

¥, Befwieen senfiences
Cause Language (connectors) Effect

Sustainable and inclusive
industrialisation practices are
vital in reducing
environmental impacts.
(clause)

Consequently,

As g consequence,
For this reason,
Thus,

As a result,

It is important that stakeholders
offer incentives to green
businesses.

(clause)

AR Academlc

www.academic-englishuk.com/academic-writing

Englishuk





image8.png
Parallelism

Parallelism is a similarity of grammatical form for similar elements of meaning within a sentence
or among sentences. When pairing ideas, underscore their connection by expressing them in
similar grammatical form. Paired ideas are usually connected in one of three ways:

e With a coordinating conjunction such as and, but, or, nor, yet, so
e With a pair of correlative conjunctions such as either. .. or, notonly. .. but also,
neither....nor, both.....and.
e With a word introducing a comparison, usually than or as

Verb Forms

NO YES

Sustainable cities prioritize environmental | Sustainable cities prioritize environmental
stewardship, foster social inclusivity and are | stewardship, foster social inclusivity and
promoting economic prosperity. YreTNOle ECOnom'e 37 asve I

Gerunds (+ing forms)

NO YES

Disaster risk reduction involves identifying | Disaster risk reduction involves identifying
hazards, assessing vulnerabilities, and to | hazards, assessing  vulnerabilities, and
implement mitigation measures to minimize the | implementing mitigation measures to minimize

megct o socares, the impact on societies.
Adverbs + not only
[N@] YES
Sustainable cities not only promote all citizens’ | Sustainable cities not only promote all citizens’
rights equally, but also ensure everyone feels rights equally, but also ensure everyone feels
economic inclusion included economically Academic
Englishuk —
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Coherence

Coherence refers to the way that ideas flow within a piece of writing to achieve overall unity. A
coherent passage is well organised, is easy to follow and guides the reader’s understanding.

Good coherence is achieved at micro and macro levels.

Sentence Level

Parallel structures:

Given/new pattern:

See parallel lesson.

Sentences usually start with
given information and then
move on to new
information.

Climate change not only puts pressure
on the planet, but also on societies and
economies.

Although climate change affects all
societies, it is the poorest who suffer the
most. People in low-income countries
are more likely to be displaced by
weather-related disasters than those in
wealthy countries.

Paragraph Level

Topic sentences:

Supporting sentences:

Transitions words:

Concluding sentences
(optional):

This is usually the first
sentence, and its function is
to introduce the main idea of
the paragraph.

These sentences support the
idea introduced in the topic
sentences and can include
explanations and examples.

These words connect ideas
and include words like:

firstly, moreover,
furthermore, in addition and
however.

This is usually the final
sentence in a paragraph and
its function is to summarise
the main idea.

Climate change has both environmental

and ecoXomic impacts. /4
/
/
/
/
/
Firstly, climate changé is having an
. S 7 .
impact on migration patterns. With the
rise in global temperatures, many
species are leaving their natural habitats

for more acceptable environments.

Secondly, climate change is influencing
the world’s forests.

In short, climate leaders, scientific
experts and policy makers need to lead
the way in implementing solutions that
keep the planet’s natural systems intact.

AE Academlc
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Cohesion

Cohesion refers to the way in which ideas are connected in a text. We can use the following four

ways:
i Reference Pronouns: |, we, they, it Marine life is in decline worldwide,
words Demonstratives: and this is because of overfishing,
this/that/these/those/the climate change and habitat
Relative pronouns: which, whose destruction.
il Transition For examples: For example, for Firstly, fishing is one of the most
words instance, such as, in particular significant driving forces in the
To show contrast: Even though, decline of marine life. For
although, while, in contrast example, bycatch, the accidental
To list points: Firstly, to start with, | capture of unwanted sea life while
finally fishing for a certain species is a
Adding similar ideas: In addition, serious marine threat leading to
furthermore, moreover the deaths of billions of fish.
Giving reasons: because, so,
therefore, as a result
fii. Summary Demonstrative + summary noun: The destruction of marine life is
nouns This advantage, these causes, this | also catastrophic for the millions
experience, these problems, this who rely on fishing for their
method, these results, this issue livelihoods. This issue can be
improved by creating marine
protected areas.
Vi, Lexical Use: thematic development, Marine protected areas are
cohesion repeated words and ideas, locations in the ocean where

synonyms and antonyms

environmentally-damaging
activities are restricted.

Governments establish these
marine sanctuaries to help protect
the ecosystems that are
threatened by human activity such
as overfishing. AR Academic

www.academic-englishuk.com/academic-writing

Englishu =





image1.png
Features and Language to Avoid in Academic Writing

What to avoid

Examples

Alternatives

Contractions.

Can’t; don’t; won't;
shouldn’t; wouldn’t.

Cannot; do not; will not; should not;
would not.

Phrasal verbs.

Turn down; look over; look
into; leave out; make sure of.

Reject; examine; investigate; omit;
verify.

Slang and other
informal
expressions.

Kids; cash; bad; wrong; plus;
in the end; lots of.

Children; money; negative; incorrect;
in addition; finally; much/many.

iv. | *Questions Why is there still so much There is still so much poverty in the
poverty in the world? world because of inequality, conflict,
and global health crises.
V. Vague language. People living in rural areas People living in rural areas can be
can be isolated due to a lack | isolated due to a lack of infrastructure
of infrastructure such as such as roads, bridges and cables for
roads, bridges and so on. mobiles and computers.
vi. | *Personal | think that education can Education can help to eliminate
pronouns. help to eliminate poverty. poverty.
vii. | Basic language and | Want; help; like; big; get; Require; assistance; for example,
personal feeling amazing. large; obtain; important.
adjectives
viii. | Imperatives. Eradicate poverty through Poverty can be eradicated through
improving access to improving access to education for all
education for all citizens! citizens. AR Academic |
LA Englishuk
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