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Teacher’s Notes

Aim: To help students understand the differences between British and American vocabulary, spelling
and pronunciation.

Time: 90 -120 minutes.

Lead in (10 minutes)
e Students discuss the differences between British and American English with their partner(s).
e Feedback - display ideas on the board.

Task 1 (10 minutes)
e Students fill in the table with the American English word.
e Students compare with a partner or a small group.
e Display ANSWERS.

Task 2-3 (20 minutes)

e Task 2: Students highlight 10 words that are not commonly used in British English (there are
about 20 words that are not commonly used). Students compare with a partner or a small
group. Display ANSWERS.

e Taks 3: Students choose which is the correct British English word. Display ANSWERS.

e Task 3: Students read the paragraph, identify and highlight the 15 American English words,
and then rewrite the paragraph using their British English equivalents. Display ANSWERS.

Task 5-7 (25+ minutes)
e Task 5: British versus American spelling. Students try to write the words in American English.
e Students compare with a partner or a small group. Display ANSWERS.
e Task 6: Students look at the differences in the spelling and try to identify any common
patterns or spelling rules: students read the seven key rules.
e Task 7: Students read the 10 sentences to highlight the American spellings and change to
British spelling. Students compare with a partner or a small group. Display ANSWERS.

Task 8-11 (25+ minutes)

e Teacher goes through the pronunciation example and encourages the use of the Cambridge
Dictionary to check pronunciation differences.

e Task 8: Students try to say the word in British and then American English. They can add
notes if they like on the different pronunciations.

e Task 9: Students check the pronunciation differences in pairs or small groups.

e Feedback: the tutor models the pronunciation differences.

e Task 10: Students read the pronunciation rules.

e Task 11: Students identify the pronunciation rule of each word.

e Display ANSWERS.

Task 12
o Reflection: Students reflect on what they have learnt from the lesson.

Differentiation Options
e Students can use the internet for research at any time.
e Students work in small groups, dividing the words among themselves, e.g., 10 words
each and share their answers.
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British versus American English

Lead in
What words

some of your ideas in the box below.

between British and American English? Write

E.g., Trousers / pants

Task 1: VOCABULARY
The table shows 30 common words in British English; write the American English equivalent for each

one.
British English American English
1 Biscuit Cookies
2
3 Football
4 Flat
5
6 Mobile phone
7 Pavement
8
9 Trainers (sports shoes)
10
11 City centre
12 University
13
14 Chemist / pharmacy
15 Cinema
16
17 Ground floor
18 Lift
19 Road
20
21 Off-license
22 First year university student
23
24 Lorry
25
26 The underground / tube
27
28 Nappy
29 Crisps
30
31 Courgette
32

Task 2: Many of these words are

at

in the UK but 18 words are not. Highlight

that are not commonly used in the UK.
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Task 3
Highlight the correct British English word.

1. The university implemented a new policy requiring students to _

- trash before entering the soccer

2. car park behind _ was completely full on Friday night.

3. The conference venue located w_ by foot via the
M_ the nearby freeway / motorway.

4. Several varieties _ and courgette in

_ beds in the back yard / garden throughout the summer.

5. The tenant _ faucet / tap in the -floor
' /flat, along with a damp patch wall.

Task 4
Read this paragraph and highlight the 15 American English words.

A researcher recently spent a fall [ with convenient
_, including drug stores, liquor stores, _
Located on the first floor, the apartment required _
_ away was a subway station. The area was extremely
noisy due to its KXOXXXIXXKXXXXXXXX, & major KXXXXKXKXXKXKXXXKXXXX XXKXKXXXXXXKXXN
resulting _the neighborhood was well-maintained, with
numerous trash cans and a clear sense _ clean.

Rewrite the paragraph using British English.
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Task 5: SPELLING

Look at this list of 30 British English words and fill in the table with the American spelling.

British English Spelling American English Spelling
1 Colour Color
2 Maths
3
4 Defence
5 Licence (noun)
6
7 Jewellery
8
9 Theatre / centre
10 Programme
11
12 Sceptical
13
14 Skilful
15 Ageing
16
17 Mould
18 Sulphur
19
20 Catalogue
21
22 Paediatric
23 Palaeontology
24
25 Anaesthesia
26 Foetus
27
28 Aetiology
29
30 Tyre
Task 6

Examine the spelling differences in the above table between British and American English

and identify the underlying spelling patterns.

Example: BrE: theatre & centre / AmE: theater & center (-re and -er)
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British Versus American Spelling Guide

Spelling Rules

1) -re vs -er 5 RXKKXXKKXXXXX

British English: centre, metre, fibre British English: travelled, labelled, counselling
American English: center, meter, fiber American English: _

2)- 6) -ae/oe vs e

British English: colour, behaviour British English: _ manoeuvre
American English: _ American English: pediatric, fetus,_
3) -ce vs -se 7) Miscellaneous Differences

British English: _ (verb), defence | British English: _ aluminium,
American English: license (noun and verb), - cheque

defense American English: aluminum,

check

4) -ise vs -ize

British English: _

American English: organize, recognize
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Task 7
Read the 10 sentences below, identify the American English spellings, and change them to
British English spellings.

The counselor helped organize a new program to support students' emotional well-being.

1
2. During _ the lawyer _ to the case.
3. _ along with plans drawn in shades of gray.
4. She bought beautiful jewelry made of aluminum at the _

5. Althoughl __________ explained the etiology of the rare

disease clearly.

c. NN -iroane through - [ /. rin
the descent.

7. Theresearch _ on aging populations.

8. Paleontology _ result from sudden environmental
shifts.

9. He visited the _ having received a check in

advance [N
10. The researcher's _ program.
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Task 8: Pronunciation

Look at the example of aluminium and say the two different pronunciations.

BB Gmrdee  @luminium

noun [U] UK

UK ) / zljo'mini.om/ UsS ¥) / zeljo'mini.em/

(us aluminum)

Use the Cambridge Dictionary to help you identify the different pronunciations with their UK and US

pronunciation. Make notes in the table below.

Words Notes Words Notes
. Example: advertisement (UK) .
Advertisement advertisement (US) Caffeine
Example: /'fed.ju:l/ (UK)
Schedule /'sked3u:l/ (US)
Privacy Dynasty
Leisure February
Route
Vase
Vitamin
Address (verb)
Inquiry
Status
Garage
Zebra Research
Economics Pasta
Clerk
Defence
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Task 9

The words are presented again with their phonetic transcriptions; read each pair aloud in sequence.

|
|

Inquiry

|
|

Process

|
|

Caffeine

Dynasty

BOOOOOOX XY~ [OOGOX XX

February

Vase

Address (verb)

ROOOOXXXXN |

Status
Research

Word British English (IPA) American English (IPA)
Advertisement /ad'v3:.tzs.mant/ / &d.va-'tarz.mant/
Schedule /'fedz.u:l/ /'skedz.u:l/

Leisure /'lez.a"/ /'li:.32/

Route /ru:t/

Viemn e

/in'kwar®.ri/

/'geer.a:3/

/'ze.bra/

/ i..ka'nom.1ks/ / ek.a'nom.iks/

/'prav.ses/

/'keef.in/

/'keef.in/

KXXXXXXX XX

/'din.a.sti/

/'da1.na.sti/

/'feb.ru.ar.i/

/'feb.ru.er.i/

S~
<
IQI
N
~

S~
[J]
Q.
s
(0]
w

~

/'ri.s3:tf/

Pasta

ROOGO0000
ROOOO0000,
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Task 10
Read through the three main pronunciation rules.

Rule 1. Vowel Sounds

) /o/ (BrE) > fo/ or fof (AmE) 11 [XOROOKOORUKXXRKKXXNKKXK |

Example words: Example words:

e ot /lot/ > [la:t/ .

e stop /stop/ = /sta:p/ student /'stju:d(a)nt/ - /'stu:dant/
Explanation: The BrEis Explanation: AmE tends
replaced by an unrounded open back /a:/ in AmE. simplifying the diphthong.
ii) [/ (BrE) > /2/ or /a:/ (AmE) v) /av/ (BrE) = /ou/ (AmE)
Example words: Example words:

.« ROCOOXXXXKXXX] e go/gav/ > /g00/
e qask /a:sk/ > [ask/
Explanation: BrE uses broad /a:/ in words Explanation: The diphthong shifts slightly in
like bath, articulation, further
back and more rounded.
i RORXROOOXXKXKXHXHKXKX KX vi)
Example words: Example words:
e jdea /ar'dia/ > /ar'dir/ e glass /gla:s/ > /glaes/
[ ]
e tour [tva/ > [tur/ Explanation: The “broad a” found in BrE is not

Explanation: AmE often [ with | typically

r-coloured vowels due to rhoticity.

Rule 2. Consonant Sounds

_ iii) /r/ Pronunciation (Rhoticity)
Example: butter Example: car
e  BrE:/'bata/ e  BrE: /ka:/
e AmE: /' bara/
Explanation: In AmE, Explanation: Standard BrE is non-rhotic, meaning

pronounced as a "flap" [r], which sounds like a quick /r/ is not AmE is rhotic,
_ pronounced in all positions.

i) /i/ Dropping After /t/, /d/, /n/ in AmE iv) _

Example: Tuesday Example: bottle
e  BrE:/'tju:zder/ e BrE/'bo?l/
e AmE: /'tu:zder/
Explanation: In
after /t/ and /d/ before a /u:/ sound. This glide is

Explanation: In some regional BrE accents, /t/ is
common in AmE, where

a flap /r/ is used instead.

Rule 3. Syllable Stress

Some words are pronounced with different primary stress placement in BrE and AmE.
Word BrE AmE Explanation

BrE stresses the second syllable, while AmE moves
the stress to the third.

garage RXXXXXX ~KXXXX] XXX XXX XXX XXX XXXXXXXXXXXX]

BrE stresses the first syllable; AmE prefers stress on

advertisement /ad'v3:.tis.mant/ / sed.va'tazz.mant/

research /'ri.s3:tf/ /ri's3:tf/
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Task 11
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Decide which rule applies to the American pronunciation of each word.

Rule 1. Vowel Sounds
Rule 2. Consonant Sounds
Rule 3. Syllable Stress
Word Rule Word Rule
Advertisement 3 Caffeine
Schedule 2
Privacy 1 Dynasty
Leisure February
Route
Vase
Vitamin
Address (verb)
Inquiry
Status
Garage
Zebra Research
Economics Pasta
Clerk
Defence
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Task 12
Reflection: What have you learnt from this lesson? Write down key learning points or create a mind

map on the differences between British English and American English in terms of vocabulary /

spelling / pronunciation.
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ANSWERS
Task 1
British English American English

1 Biscuit Cookies

2 Rubbish Trash

3 Football Soccer

ALL ANSWERS INCLUDED IN PAID VERSION...
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