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Vocabulary in Art Workbook 
1. Who is it for? 
This booklet is designed for international students who are preparing to, or already studying, at 
university or college where English is the medium of instruction. It focuses on developing academic 
vocabulary through the theme of art, helping students build the language needed to describe, discuss, 
and analyse artworks. No prior knowledge of art history is required, but depending on their level of 
English, students may need extra time to process the material before completing the tasks. Each unit 
combines definitions, practice activities, and discussion, enabling learners to use art vocabulary 
actively in both written and spoken contexts. 
 

2. How long will it take to complete the booklet? 
The time needed will vary depending on the student’s level of English and their prior subject 
knowledge. On average, each unit is designed to take between 60-90 minutes to complete, including 
vocabulary input, practice tasks, and discussion and writing activities. There are ten core units in total, 
which can be studied consecutively as a complete course or selected individually to focus on particular 
themes. 
 

4. What context will be used? 
The theme of this booklet is art and academic English. Each vocabulary unit is connected to the context 
of visual art, artists, and exhibitions, so that students can practise academic English through 
meaningful subject content. The topics include describing artworks, discussing techniques and 
movements, exploring interpretation, and debating contemporary issues. 
 

5. How to use this booklet? 
Each unit follows a clear structure: a vocabulary input activity, practice tasks, and a discussion and 
writing task to use the new words in context. Students are encouraged to complete all parts of the 
unit so they can see how vocabulary moves from recognition to active use in speaking and writing. 
 

The booklet is designed for both independent study and classroom use. In class, teachers may want 
to set the practice tasks for pair or group work, followed by discussion. For self-study, students should 
take extra time to compare their answers with the key and say the words aloud to reinforce meaning 
and pronunciation. 
 

6.  What outcomes should students expect? 
By the end of this booklet, students will have practised using a wide range of art-related academic 
vocabulary. They will be able to: 

• describe artworks, techniques, and movements more accurately and fluently. 
• use subject-specific vocabulary to discuss meaning, context, and interpretation. 
• participate in pair or group discussions with greater confidence. 
• build short academic responses that integrate new vocabulary naturally. 
• transfer these vocabulary skills into other areas of academic study at university. 
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Working with a Partner 
 

Work through each task on your own first so you can practise using the vocabulary 
independently. When you have finished a task, compare your answers with a partner. This 
gives you the chance to check your ideas, notice differences, and learn from each other 
before moving on to the next activity. As you compare, say the words aloud with your 
partner to practise accurate pronunciation and natural use. This approach not only 
strengthens your vocabulary but also prepares you for assessments and real discussions 
about art. 
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English for Art: Materials and Media 
 

Task 1 
Match the TEN words with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Oil paint a.  A black drawing material made from carbon, often used for sketches. 

2. Acrylic paint b.  Paint that uses water as a medium, creating transparent layers. 

3. Watercolour c.  A hard stone often used for carving statues and monuments. 
4. Canvas d.  Art created with computer technology, photography, or video. 
5. Charcoal e.  A strong fabric surface used for painting, usually stretched on a frame. 
6. Clay f.  A natural, soft material shaped when wet and hardened when fired. 
7. Bronze g.  Paint made with pigments mixed in oil, slow-drying and rich in colour. 
8. Marble h.  An artwork made using more than one material or medium. 
9. Mixed media i.  Paint with synthetic resins, fast-drying and common in modern art. 
10.  Digital media j.  A metal alloy of copper and tin, used in casting sculptures. 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Painting/Drawing Sculpture Other Media 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
6.    

1. The artist created a life-sized ________ using clay and bronze.  
2. Renaissance painters often worked with oil paint on ________. 
3. This exhibition combines photography with sculpture, making it a ________ display.  
4. Many contemporary artists experiment with ________ to create digital artworks. 
5. Ancient Greek artists were skilled in carving ________ for temples. 
6. Leonardo da Vinci used ________ in many of his early drawings. 
7. The sculptor shaped the ________ on a potter’s wheel before firing it. 
8. The church commissioned a ________ statue for its main altar. 
9. Warhol produced prints using ________, which dried quickly and allowed repetition. 
10. Turner created dramatic landscapes with ________, producing transparent layers of colour. 
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Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which material or medium do you most 

enjoy looking at in artworks, and why? 
 

ii.  How does using a canvas, watercolour, or 
acrylic paint change the effect of a painting 
compared to oil paint? 

 

iii.  Do you think sculpture in marble, clay, or 
bronze expresses ideas differently from 
painting? Explain. 

 

iv.  If you were a curator, which materials or 
media would you select for a new exhibition, 
and why? 

 

v.  In your opinion, which medium best 
represents contemporary culture today: 
traditional painting, sculpture, or digital 
media? Give reasons. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short description (3–4 sentences) of an artwork, using at least FIVE words from this 
unit.  
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English for Art: Techniques and Processes 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Brushstroke a.  Creating light and dark areas to show depth and contrast in drawing. 

2. Shading b.  Cutting designs into a hard surface with sharp tools to create prints. 

3. Layering c.  The marks left by a painter’s brush on the surface of the artwork. 
4. Carving d.  Pouring liquid metal into a mould to create a sculpture. 
5. Casting e.  Cutting or scratching lines into a hard surface, usually metal, for printing. 
6. Etching f.  Applying thin layers of paint on top of each other to create depth. 
7. Glazing g.  Shaping a soft material, such as clay, into a desired form. 
8. Modelling h.  Covering pottery with a glass-like coating, often for colour and shine. 
9. Sketching i.  Cutting designs into stone, wood, or marble to form shapes or patterns. 
10.  Engraving j.  Making a basic drawing, often quickly, to prepare for a final work. 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which techniques do you think require the 

most patience, and why? 
 

ii.  How is creating a sculpture through carving, 
casting, or modelling different from painting 
with brushstrokes or layering? 

 

 Painting/Drawing Sculpture Other Processes 
1.    
2.    
3.      
4.     
5.    

1. The printmaker prepared the metal plate by carefully ________ the surface with acid. 
2. The painter’s bold ________ gave the portrait a sense of energy and movement. 
3. The craftsman decorated the copper plate by ________ fine lines with sharp tools. 
4. Renaissance painters often built up colour by careful ________. 
5. The potter finished the vase by ________ it with a glossy blue surface. 
6. Picasso often began by ________ quick outlines before painting larger works. 
7. Rodin became well known for ___ clay into expressive human forms. 
8. The artist used ________to create shadows that made the drawing look three-dimensional. 
9. Michelangelo became famous for ________ marble into detailed human forms. 
10. The sculptor produced a bronze figure by ________ liquid metal into a mould. 
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iii.  Which process do you think is most effective 
for showing detail: engraving, etching, or 
sketching? Explain your answer. 

 

iv.  In your opinion, how 
does shading or glazing change the overall 
effect of an artwork? 

 

v.  If you were to learn one new technique, 
would you choose a drawing process, a 
sculptural process, or a printing process? 
Give reasons. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short description (3–4 sentences) of an artwork, using at least FIVE words from this 
unit. 
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English for Art: Styles & Movements 
 

Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Realism a.  Dreamlike style linked to the unconscious. 

2. Impressionism b.  Capturing a moment with light, colour, and visible brushstrokes. 

3. Cubism c.  Broad artistic movement focused on innovation. 

4. Futurism d.  Style based on popular culture and everyday consumer goods. 
5. Surrealism e.  A movement that celebrated machines, technology, and speed. 
6. Abstract 

Expressionism 
f.  Approach that simplifies art to basic forms. 

7. Pop Art g.  Style that divides objects into geometric parts. 
8. Minimalism h.  Art that depicts ordinary life and people as realistically as possible. 
9. Modernism i.  Mixing many influences, often playful, ironic, or self-referential. 
10. Postmodernism j.  Large expressive gestures showing emotion. 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 Representational Non-representational Mixed/Broad Movements 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.     
5.    

1. The rejection of traditional perspective in early 20th-century Paris led to the rise of 
________. 

2. Freud’s ideas about the unconscious strongly influenced artists working in ________. 
 

3. By using soup cans and comic-book images, artists questioned high and low culture through 
________. 

4. The loose brushwork and outdoor settings of late 19th-century painters are typical of 
________. 

5. Action painting and colour field painting were both forms of ________. 
 

6. Artists who glorified machines and the dynamism of modern cities were associated with 
________. 

7. Depicting peasants and workers in everyday life was central to ________ 
 

8. Sculptures made from simple cubes and repeated forms reflect the ideas of ________. 
 

9. Writers and painters who sought to break from tradition and embrace new forms belonged 
to ________. 

10. The ironic mixing of styles in architecture and advertising is often linked with ________. 
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Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which movement do you personally find most 

interesting, and why? 
 

ii.  How are Impressionism and Cubism different in 
their approach to representing the world? 

 

iii.  Do you think Pop Art and Minimalism reflect 
modern society in different ways? Explain. 

 

iv.  How did movements like Futurism and Abstract 
Expressionism change people’s ideas of what 
art could be? 

 

v.  In today’s world, which movement (Realism, 
Modernism, or Postmodernism) do you think 
best describes contemporary culture? Give 
reasons. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about art movements, using at least FIVE 
words from this unit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.academic-englishuk.com/
http://www.academic-englishuk.com/english-for-art


                                                             
 www.academic-englishuk.com                  

 

 
COPYRIGHT of www.academic-englishuk.com/english-for-art 

English for Art: Visual Elements 
 

Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Line a.  Variation between light and dark, or opposite elements in an artwork. 

2. Shape b.  The arrangement of parts to create stability or harmony in a work. 

3. Form c.  The area around, within, or between objects. 

4. Colour d.  How objects are arranged to suggest depth or distance. 
5. Texture e.  A mark longer than it is wide, used to outline or show movement. 
6. Space f.  The way something feels or appears to feel (rough, smooth, soft). 
7. Light g.  The three-dimensional quality of an object with height, width and depth. 
8. Balance h.  Shading and highlights that make objects and details visible. 
9. Contrast i.  The quality produced by different hues and tones in an artwork. 
10. Perspective j.  A two-dimensional enclosed area, such as a square or circle. 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which visual element do you think has the 

strongest impact on how a viewer experiences 
a painting? Why? 

 

 Basic Elements Spatial Elements Compositional Principles 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.     
5.    
6.    

1. Renaissance painters developed techniques of ________ to show depth and distance. 
2. The rough ________ of the paint surface gave the work a tactile quality. 
3. The artist used strong ________ between light and dark areas to add drama. 
4. A sculpture has three-dimensional ________, while a drawing is flat ________. 
5. Bright ________ was applied to create mood and emotion in the composition. 
6. The symmetrical arrangement of figures gave the painting a sense of ________. 
7. Circles, squares, and triangles are all examples of ________. 
8. Shading and highlights created the effect of ________ on the objects. 
9. Empty ________ around the figures helped to emphasise their importance. 
10. The artist used a diagonal ________ to guide the viewer’s eye across the painting. 
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ii.  How do artists 
use balance and contrast differently to create 
interest in an artwork? 

 

iii.  In what ways 
can space and perspective change the 
meaning or mood of an image? 

 

iv.  Do you think colour or light plays a more 
important role in creating atmosphere? 
Explain your answer. 

 

v.  How could the combination of line, shape, 
and form influence the overall composition of 
a design? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about how visual elements affect an artwork, using 
at least FIVE words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Adjectives for Critique 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Evocative a.  Large and impressive in scale or effect. 

2. Harmonious b.  Showing strong feeling or emotion. 

3. Monumental c.  Suggestive, creating strong memories or feelings. 

4. Delicate d.  Representing real objects or figures. 
5. Fragmented e.  Suggesting hidden meanings or ideas. 
6. Expressive f.  Composed in a balanced or pleasing way. 
7. Dynamic g.  Fragile, fine, or easily broken. 
8. Abstract h.  Non-representational, not depicting recognisable objects. 
9. Figurative i.   Full of movement or energy. 
10. Symbolic j.  Broken into parts or appearing incomplete. 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Positive/Neutral Negative/Critical 
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   

1. The painting was highly ________, reminding viewers of childhood memories. 
2. The bold colours and sweeping lines gave the mural a ________ quality. 
3. The composition felt ________, as if the parts did not connect smoothly. 
4. The delicate brushwork created a ________ effect, almost like lace. 
5. The use of mythological figures made the work deeply ________. 
6. The vast scale of the sculpture was truly ________. 
7. The artist’s portrait was very ________, capturing intense emotion in the subject’s face.   
8. Early Renaissance artists produced ________ paintings of the human body. 
9. The design was praised for its ________ arrangement of shapes and colours. 
10. The shapes were non-representational, giving the painting an ________ style. 
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Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which quality do you think makes a painting 

more powerful: being evocative or 
being expressive? Why? 

 

ii.  Can a work that looks fragmented still 
feel harmonious? Give an example or 
explain your view. 

 

iii.  How might a monumental sculpture create a 
different effect than a delicate drawing? 

 

iv.  Do you find abstract art less engaging 
than figurative art, or do they offer different 
strengths? 

 

v.  In your opinion, is art more effective when it 
is symbolic or when it is dynamic? Explain. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) critiquing an artwork, using at least FIVE 
words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Art History & Culture 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Fresco a.  Painting done directly onto wet plaster walls or ceilings. 

2. Triptych b.  17th-century style with drama, movement, and detail. 

3. Patronage c.  A work of art divided into three connected panels. 

4. Renaissance d.  Subject matter or category of art, such as landscape or portrait. 
5. Baroque e.  Late 19th–20th-century movement rejecting tradition. 
6. Modernism f.  Symbols and imagery used to convey deeper meanings in art. 
7. Avant-garde g.  Support for artists from wealthy people or institutions. 
8. Iconography h.  Radical or experimental approaches that challenge existing art forms. 
9. Genre i.  14th–16th-century period of renewed classical art. 
10. Medium j.  The material or technique an artist uses to create a work. 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which period do you think had a greater 

influence on Western art: 
the Renaissance or Modernism? Why? 

 

 Techniques / Formats Movements / Periods Concepts / Ideas 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.     
5.    

1. Cubism and Futurism are often described as central to the development of ________. 
2. ________ reveals symbolic meanings in religious art. 
3. Caravaggio’s dramatic use of light and shadow is typical of the ________ style. 
4. Many Gothic altarpieces were designed as a ________ with movable side panels. 
5. Without ________ , many Renaissance artists could not complete their major works. 
6. Still life, portrait, and landscape are all examples of a particular artistic ________. 
7. Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci are two of the best-known figures of the ________. 
8. Oil paint became a popular ________ because it allowed greater detail and richer colours. 
9. The Sistine Chapel ceiling is one of the most famous examples of ________. 
10. The Dada movement shocked the art world with its radical and experimental ________ ideas. 
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ii.  How important was patronage for the success 
of artists in the past, and do you think 
something similar exists today? 

 

iii.  In what ways does the Baroque style differ 
from the Avant-garde? 

 

iv.  Do you think techniques such 
as fresco and triptych are still relevant for 
contemporary artists, or mainly of historical 
interest? 

 

v.  How can the study of iconography and 
genre help us understand cultural values in 
art? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about an art period or cultural influence, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Museums & Exhibitions 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Curation a.  The origin and ownership history of a work of art. 

2. Exhibition b.  The act of obtaining an artwork for a museum or gallery. 

3. Installation c.  A group of artworks owned by a museum or institution. 

4. Collection d.  A space or building where artworks are displayed. 
5. Conservation e.  The process of organising and selecting works for display. 
6. Provenance f.  Public display of artworks, often temporary. 
7. Archive g.  Protecting and preserving artworks from damage or decay. 
8. Catalogue h.  A record or listing of works in an exhibition or collection. 
9. Acquisition i.  A type of artwork or display created in and for a specific space. 
10. Gallery j.  A store of documents, records, or historical materials. 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which do you think is more important for a 

museum: conservation of artworks or 
new acquisitions? Why? 

 

ii.  How can good curation make 
an exhibition more successful for visitors? 

 

 Roles / Processes Spaces / Formats Records / Documentation 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.     

1. The museum recently made an important ________ of a rare manuscript. 
2.  A temporary ________ of contemporary photography opened at the gallery last week. 
3. The mural was presented as a site-specific ________ that covered the entire room. 
4. The museum is responsible for the ________ of its paintings to prevent deterioration. 
5. A detailed ________ was produced to accompany the exhibition, listing all the works. 
6. The ________ of the sculpture shows it was once owned by a royal family. 
7. The library holds an extensive ________ of letters, drawings, and historical documents. 
8. The national gallery has a permanent ________ of over 2,000 artworks. 
9. Careful ________ ensured that the works were selected and arranged with a clear theme. 
10. The ________ hosted a special event to celebrate its 100th anniversary. 
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iii.  Do you think the provenance of an artwork 
affects its cultural value, or only its market 
value? 

 

iv.  What role does a gallery play in education 
compared to an archive or catalogue? 

 

v.  Should large national collections be kept in 
one place, or shared through touring 
exhibitions? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about how museums or galleries manage and 
present art, using at least FIVE words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Interpreting Art 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Context a.  The story or sequence of events shown in an artwork. 

2. Meaning b.  The circumstances (time, place, culture) in which a work was created. 

3. Symbolism c.  The people who view, read, or experience a work. 

4. Narrative d.  The underlying subject or idea that links elements of a work. 
5. Perspective e.  The way something is shown or depicted in art. 
6. Interpretation f.  The role or purpose that an artwork serves. 
7. Representation g.  Use of images or signs to suggest ideas or meanings beyond the literal. 
8. Theme h.  The significance or message that a work conveys. 
9. Function i.  The act of explaining or understanding a work’s meaning. 
10. Audience j.  Artistic viewpoint or angle from which something is presented. 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  How does knowing the context of an 

artwork change its meaning? 
 

ii.  Do you think symbolism is more powerful 
when it is obvious or when it requires 
deeper interpretation? 

 

 Art Itself Analysis / Interpretation Reception / Purpose 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    

1. The story of a battle is shown through the painting’s dramatic ________. 
2. Religious icons often contain ________, such as a dove representing peace. 
3. ________ changes an image’s meaning over time and culture. 
4. One possible ________ of the sculpture is that it represents hope after war. 
5. The artist’s choice of colours helped to express the central ________. 
6. A portrait is a ________ of a person, even if it is stylised. 
7. The role or purpose of a monument can be described as its ________. 
8. Viewers questioned the ________ of the abstract installation and its link to identity. 
9. A photograph taken from above shows a different ________ than one taken at eye level. 
10. The museum carefully considered its target ________when designing the exhibition. 
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iii.  How can an artist 
use narrative and theme together to express 
ideas? 

 

iv.  In what ways does perspective influence 
the audience’s experience of an artwork? 

 

v.  Should the function of art always be clear, or 
is ambiguity valuable? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences)	interpreting an artwork of your choice, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Contemporary Issues in Art 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Globalisation a.  The use of technology to create or present artworks. 

2. Identity b.  Using elements of one culture in another, often controversially. 

3. Politics c.  The impact of government or power on artistic expression. 

4. Activism d.  Artistic practice in public spaces, often outside traditional galleries. 
5. Censorship e.  Actions through art that support social or political change. 
6. Sustainability f.  Suppression or control of artistic expression by authorities. 
7. Digital art g.  Art that addresses environmental and ecological issues. 
8. Street art h.  Inclusion of varied cultural, social, or personal backgrounds. 
9. Appropriation i.  The spread of cultural ideas and artistic exchange across the world. 
10. Diversity j.  How personal or group characteristics are expressed in art. 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  How has globalisation changed the way 

artists share ideas and reach an audience? 
 

 Forces / Influences Practices / Forms Issues / Debates 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.    
5.     

1. Many artists use their work for social change, turning creativity into a form of ________. 
2. The rapid spread of ideas through travel and technology drives ________. 
3. Some governments restrict what artists can show through strict ________. 
4. A mural in a city neighbourhood is an example of ________. 
5. Art made with virtual reality or artificial intelligence is usually classified as ________. 
6. Artwork using recycled materials connects directly to ________. 
7. When cultural symbols are borrowed without permission, it is often criticised as ________. 
8. Portraiture can explore personal or cultural aspects of ________. 
9. The inclusion of different voices and perspectives in the art world reflects ________. 
10. Art and ________ are closely connected through issues of funding and propaganda. 
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ii.  Should street art always be considered 
vandalism, or can it also be a powerful form 
of activism? 

 

iii.  Do you think censorship ever protects 
society, or does it always harm artistic 
freedom? 

 

iv.  How can sustainability influence the choice 
of medium and materials in contemporary 
art? 

 

v.  Is appropriation always negative, or can it 
sometimes create valuable new perspectives 
on identity? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences)	about a contemporary issue in art, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Critical Analysis in Art 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Aesthetics a.  Based on personal feelings or opinions. 

2. Formalist b.   Concerned with beauty and artistic value. 

3. Contextual c.  Analysis focused on visual elements rather than meaning. 

4. Subjective d.  Involving comparison between two or more works. 
5. Objective e.  Making an overall decision or conclusion about a work. 
6. Critical Theory f.  The academic study of art using theoretical approaches. 
7. Evaluation g.  Based on facts and not influenced by opinion. 
8. Judgement h.  Understanding art by linking it to its time and place. 
9. Interpretive i.  The act of explaining or making sense of a work. 
10. Comparative j.  Assessing the strengths and weaknesses of an artwork. 

 
 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Do you think a formalist or 

a contextual approach gives a deeper 
understanding of art? Why? 

 

ii.  Can an objective analysis ever be completely 
free from subjective views? 

 

 Approaches Perspectives Responses 
1.    
2.    
3.    
4.     
5.     

1. The critic offered a detailed ________ of the painting, noting both strengths and weaknesses. 
2. A ________ reading focuses on colour, line, and composition rather than social meaning. 
3. Because interpretation is subjective, art can never be completely ________. 
4. The professor asked students to make a final ________ on the exhibition’s success. 
5. A ________ approach links the artwork to its historical and cultural background. 
6. The curator’s comments were highly ________, shaped by her personal feelings. 
7. Using Marxist theory to examine art is an example of applying ________ to analysis. 
8. The essay presented an ________ explanation of the symbols used in the mural. 
9. Comparing Van Gogh’s Starry Night and Munch’s The Scream is a ________ approach. 
10. The philosopher studied beauty and taste as part of the field of ________. 
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iii.  How useful is critical theory when compared 
with more traditional forms of evaluation? 

 

iv.  Should an interpretive response always lead 
to a clear judgement, or is open-ended 
analysis valuable? 

 

v.  In what ways can a comparative perspective 
change the way we think about aesthetics? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences)	analysing an artwork of your choice, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 
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English for Art: Materials and Media (ANSWERS) 
 

Task 1 
Match the TEN words with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Oil paint a.  A black drawing material made from carbon, often used for sketches. 

2. Acrylic paint b.  Paint that uses water as a medium, creating transparent layers. 

3. Watercolour c.  A hard stone often used for carving statues and monuments. 
4. Canvas d.  Art created with computer technology, photography, or video. 
5. Charcoal e.  A strong fabric surface used for painting, usually stretched on a frame. 
6. Clay f.  A natural, soft material shaped when wet and hardened when fired. 
7. Bronze g.  Paint made with pigments mixed in oil, slow-drying and rich in colour. 
8. Marble h.  An artwork made using more than one material or medium. 
9. Mixed media i.  Paint with synthetic resins, fast-drying and common in modern art. 
10.  Digital media j.  A metal alloy of copper and tin, used in casting sculptures. 

 

1. g 2. i 3. b 4. e 5. a 6. f 7. j 8. c 9. h 10. d 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Painting/Drawing Sculpture Other Media 
1. Oil paint Clay Mixed media 
2. Acrylic paint Bronze Digital media 
3. Watercolour  Marble Photography 
4. Charcoal Stone  
5. Canvas Wood  
6. Gouache Wire  

 Sentences 

1. The artist created a life-sized sculpture using clay and bronze.  
2. Renaissance painters often worked with oil paint on canvas. 
3. This exhibition combines photography with sculpture, making it a mixed media display.  
4. Many contemporary artists experiment with digital media to create digital artworks. 
5. Ancient Greek artists were skilled in carving marble for temples. 
6. Leonardo da Vinci used charcoal in many of his early drawings. 
7. The sculptor shaped the clay on a potter’s wheel before firing it. 
8. The church commissioned a bronze statue for its main altar. 
9. Warhol produced prints using acrylic paint, which dried quickly and allowed repetition. 
10. Turner created dramatic landscapes with watercolour, producing transparent layers of 

colour. 
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Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which material or medium do you most 

enjoy looking at in artworks, and why? 
 

ii.  How does using a canvas, watercolour, or 
acrylic paint change the effect of a painting 
compared to oil paint? 

 

iii.  Do you think sculpture in marble, clay, or 
bronze expresses ideas differently from 
painting? Explain. 

 

iv.  If you were a curator, which materials or 
media would you select for a new exhibition, 
and why? 

 

v.  In your opinion, which medium best 
represents contemporary culture today: 
traditional painting, sculpture, or digital 
media? Give reasons. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short description (3–4 sentences) of an artwork, using at least FIVE words from this 
unit. 

 
The painting was created on a large canvas using bright oil paint that gave it depth and richness. 
The artist combined areas of watercolour for softer tones with bold marks of charcoal to add 
contrast. In the same exhibition, a bronze sculpture stood nearby, showing how different materials 
can work together to create a powerful atmosphere. 
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English for Art: Techniques and Processes (ANSWERS) 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Brushstroke a.  Creating light and dark areas to show depth and contrast in drawing. 

2. Shading b.  Cutting designs into a hard surface with sharp tools to create prints. 

3. Layering c.  The marks left by a painter’s brush on the surface of the artwork. 
4. Carving d.  Pouring liquid metal into a mould to create a sculpture. 
5. Casting e.  Cutting or scratching lines into a hard surface, usually metal, for printing. 
6. Etching f.  Applying thin layers of paint on top of each other to create depth. 
7. Glazing g.  Shaping a soft material, such as clay, into a desired form. 
8. Modelling h.  Covering pottery with a glass-like coating, often for colour and shine. 
9. Sketching i.  Cutting designs into stone, wood, or marble to form shapes or patterns. 
10.  Engraving j.  Making a basic drawing, often quickly, to prepare for a final work. 

 

1. c 2. a 3. f 4. i 5. d 6. e 7. h 8. g 9. j 10. b 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which techniques do you think require the 

most patience, and why? 
 

ii.  How is creating a sculpture through carving, 
casting, or modelling different from painting 
with brushstrokes or layering? 

 

 Painting/Drawing Sculpture Other Processes 
1. Brushstroke Carving Glazing 
2. Shading Modelling Etching 
3. Layering   Casting Engraving 
4. Sketching Relief Printmaking  
5. Cross-hatching Assemblage Photography 

1. The printmaker prepared the metal plate by carefully etching the surface with acid. 
2. The painter’s bold brushstrokes gave the portrait a sense of energy and movement. 
3. The craftsman decorated the copper plate by engraving fine lines with sharp tools. 
4. Renaissance painters often built up colour by careful layering. 
5. The potter finished the vase by glazing it with a glossy blue surface. 
6. Picasso often began by sketching quick outlines before painting larger works. 
7. Rodin became well known for modelling clay into expressive human forms. 
8. The artist used shading to create shadows that made the drawing look three-dimensional. 
9. Michelangelo became famous for carving marble into detailed human forms. 
10. The sculptor produced a bronze figure by casting liquid metal into a mould. 
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iii.  Which process do you think is most effective 
for showing detail: engraving, etching, or 
sketching? Explain your answer. 

 

iv.  In your opinion, how 
does shading or glazing change the overall 
effect of an artwork? 

 

v.  If you were to learn one new technique, 
would you choose a drawing process, a 
sculptural process, or a printing process? 
Give reasons. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short description (3–4 sentences) of an artwork, using at least FIVE words from this 
unit. 

 
The artist prepared a figure by first sketching quick outlines and then adding careful shading to 
create depth. Layers of colour were applied through precise brushstrokes and gradual layering of 
paint. In the sculpture room, a piece was made by modelling clay before casting it in metal, showing 
how a variety of techniques can bring artwork to life. 
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English for Art: Styles & Movements (ANSWERS) 
 

Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Realism a.  Dreamlike style linked to the unconscious. 

2. Impressionism b.  Capturing a moment with light, colour, and visible brushstrokes. 

3. Cubism c.  Broad artistic movement focused on innovation. 

4. Futurism d.  Style based on popular culture and everyday consumer goods. 
5. Surrealism e.  A movement that celebrated machines, technology, and speed. 
6. Abstract 

Expressionism 
f.  Approach that simplifies art to basic forms. 

7. Pop Art g.  Style that divides objects into geometric parts. 
8. Minimalism h.  Art that depicts ordinary life and people as realistically as possible. 
9. Modernism i.  Mixing many influences, often playful, ironic, or self-referential. 
10. Postmodernism j.  Large expressive gestures showing emotion. 

 
 

1. h 2. b 3. g 4. e 5. a 6. j 7. d 8. f 9. c 10. i 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Representational Non-representational Mixed/Broad Movements 
1. Realism Cubism Modernism 
2. Impressionism Futurism Post-modernism 
3. Pop Art    Surrealism Dada 
4. Expressionism Abstract Expressionism   
5.  Minimalism  

1. The rejection of traditional perspective in early 20th-century Paris led to the rise of Cubism. 
2. Freud’s ideas about the unconscious strongly influenced artists working in Surrealism. 
3. By using soup cans and comic-book images, artists questioned high and low culture through 

Pop Art. 
4. The loose brushwork and outdoor settings of late 19th-century painters are typical of 

Impressionism. 
5. Action painting and colour field painting were both forms of Abstract Expressionism. 
6. Artists who glorified machines and the dynamism of modern cities were associated with 

Futurism. 
7. Depicting peasants and workers in everyday life was central to Realism. 
8. Sculptures made from simple cubes and repeated forms reflect the ideas of Minimalism. 
9. Writers and painters who sought to break from tradition and embrace new forms belonged 

to Modernism. 
10. The ironic mixing of styles in architecture and advertising is often linked with Postmodernism. 
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 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which movement do you personally find 

most interesting, and why? 
 

ii.  How 
are Impressionism and Cubism different in 
their approach to representing the world? 

 

iii.  Do you think Pop Art and Minimalism reflect 
modern society in different ways? Explain. 

 

iv.  How did movements 
like Futurism and Abstract 
Expressionism change people’s ideas of 
what art could be? 

 

v.  In today’s world, which movement (Realism, 
Modernism, or Postmodernism) do you 
think best describes contemporary culture? 
Give reasons. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about art movements, using at least FIVE 
words from this unit. 

 
Many critics argue that Impressionism opened the door to modern art by rejecting strict academic 
painting. Later, Cubism and Futurism pushed these ideas further by breaking forms apart and 
celebrating speed and technology. In the mid-twentieth century, artists experimented with large-
scale works in Abstract Expressionism, while others reacted with the simplified forms 
of Minimalism. Today, the playful mixing of styles in Postmodernism still shapes how audiences 
interpret art. 
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English for Art: Visual Elements 
 

Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Line a.  Variation between light and dark, or opposite elements in an artwork. 

2. Shape b.  The arrangement of parts to create stability or harmony in a work. 

3. Form c.  The area around, within, or between objects. 

4. Colour d.  How objects are arranged to suggest depth or distance. 
5. Texture e.  A mark longer than it is wide, used to outline or show movement. 
6. Space f.  The way something feels or appears to feel (rough, smooth, soft). 
7. Light g.  The three-dimensional quality of an object with height, width and depth. 
8. Balance h.  Shading and highlights that make objects and details visible. 
9. Contrast i.  The quality produced by different hues and tones in an artwork. 
10. Perspective j.  A two-dimensional enclosed area, such as a square or circle. 

 
 

1. e 2. j 3. g 4. i 5. f 6. c 7. h 8. b 9. a 10. d 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which visual element do you think has the 

strongest impact on how a viewer 
experiences a painting? Why? 

 

 Basic Elements Spatial Elements Compositional principles 
1. Line Space Balance 
2. Shape Perspective Contrast 
3. Form Depth Rhythm 
4. Colour Scale  Unity 
5. Texture Proportion Variety 
6. Light   

1. Renaissance painters developed techniques of perspective to show depth and distance. 
2. The rough texture of the paint surface gave the work a tactile quality. 
3. The artist used strong contrast between light and dark areas to add drama. 
4. A sculpture has three-dimensional form, while a drawing is flat. 
5. Bright colour was applied to create mood and emotion in the composition. 
6. The symmetrical arrangement of figures gave the painting a sense of balance. 
7. Circles, squares, and triangles are all examples of shapes. 
8. Shading and highlights created the effect of light on the objects. 
9. Empty space around the figures helped to emphasise their importance. 
10. The artist used a diagonal line to guide the viewer’s eye across the painting. 
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ii.  How do artists 
use balance and contrast differently to 
create interest in an artwork? 

 

iii.  In what ways 
can space and perspective change the 
meaning or mood of an image? 

 

iv.  Do you think colour or light plays a more 
important role in creating atmosphere? 
Explain your answer. 

 

v.  How could the combination of line, shape, 
and form influence the overall composition 
of a design? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about how visual elements affect an artwork, using 
at least FIVE words from this unit. 

 
In Renaissance painting, artists often used perspective and space to create the illusion of depth, 
guiding the viewer’s eye into the scene. Careful use of light and contrast helped to highlight 
important figures and add drama. The arrangement of forms gave the composition balance, while 
colour was used to create atmosphere and emotional effect. Together, these elements worked to 
make the image realistic and harmonious. 
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English for Art: Adjectives for Critique 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Evocative a.  Large and impressive in scale or effect. 

2. Harmonious b.  Showing strong feeling or emotion. 

3. Monumental c.  Suggestive, creating strong memories or feelings. 

4. Delicate d.  Representing real objects or figures. 
5. Fragmented e.  Suggesting hidden meanings or ideas. 
6. Expressive f.  Composed in a balanced or pleasing way. 
7. Dynamic g.  Fragile, fine, or easily broken. 
8. Abstract h.  Non-representational, not depicting recognisable objects. 
9. Figurative i.   Full of movement or energy. 
10. Symbolic j.  Broken into parts or appearing incomplete. 

 
 

1. c 2. f 3. a 4. g 5. j 6. b 7. i 8. h 9. d 10. e 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Positive/Neutral Negative/Critical 
1. Harmonious Fragmented 
2. Monumental Overworked 
3. Delicate Simplistic 
4. Evocative Contrived 
5. Dynamic Unbalanced 
6. Figurative  
7. Abstract  
8. Symbolic  
9. Expressive  

1. The painting was highly evocative, reminding viewers of childhood memories. 
2. The bold colours and sweeping lines gave the mural a dynamic quality. 
3. The composition felt fragmented, as if the parts did not connect smoothly. 
4. The delicate brushwork created a delicate effect, almost like lace. 
5. The use of mythological figures made the work deeply symbolic. 
6. The vast scale of the sculpture was truly monumental. 
7. The artist’s portrait was very expressive, capturing intense emotion in the subject’s face.  
8. Early Renaissance artists produced figurative paintings of the human body. 
9. The design was praised for its harmonious arrangement of shapes and colours. 
10. The shapes were non-representational, giving the painting an abstract style. 
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Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which quality do you think makes a painting 

more powerful: being evocative or 
being expressive? Why? 

 

ii.  Can a work that looks fragmented still 
feel harmonious? Give an example or 
explain your view. 

 

iii.  How might a monumental sculpture create a 
different effect than a delicate drawing? 

 

iv.  Do you find abstract art less engaging 
than figurative art, or do they offer different 
strengths? 

 

v.  In your opinion, is art more effective when it 
is symbolic or when it is dynamic? Explain. 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) critiquing an artwork, using at least FIVE 
words from this unit. 

 
The painting was highly evocative, as it immediately reminded me of personal memories and 
emotions. Its composition was harmonious, with colours carefully balanced to create a sense of 
unity, but certain areas also felt slightly fragmented, adding tension. The central figure was 
strongly expressive, while the scale of the work gave it a monumental impact. Overall, the 
combination of these qualities made the artwork memorable and powerful. 
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English for Art: Art History & Culture 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Fresco a.  Painting done directly onto wet plaster walls or ceilings. 

2. Triptych b.  17th-century style with drama, movement, and detail. 

3. Patronage c.  A work of art divided into three connected panels. 

4. Renaissance d.  Subject matter or category of art, such as landscape or portrait. 
5. Baroque e.  Late 19th–20th-century movement rejecting tradition. 
6. Modernism f.  Symbols and imagery used to convey deeper meanings in art. 
7. Avant-garde g.  Support for artists from wealthy people or institutions. 
8. Iconography h.  Radical or experimental approaches that challenge existing art forms. 
9. Genre i.  14th–16th-century period of renewed classical art. 
10. Medium j.  The material or technique an artist uses to create a work. 

 
 

1. a 2. c 3. g 4. i 5. b 6. e 7. h 8. f 9. d 10. j 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which period do you think had a greater 

influence on Western art: 
the Renaissance or Modernism? Why? 

 

 Techniques / Formats Movements / Periods Concepts / Ideas 
1. Fresco Renaissance Patronage 
2. Triptych Baroque Iconography 
3. Medium Avant-garde Genre 
4. Mosaic Modernism  Allegory 
5. Relief Romanticism Symbolism 

1. Cubism and Futurism are often described as central to the development of Modernism. 
2. Iconography reveals symbolic meanings in religious art. 
3. Caravaggio’s dramatic use of light and shadow is typical of the Baroque style. 
4. Many Gothic altarpieces were designed as a Triptych with movable side panels. 
5. Without patronage, many Renaissance artists could not complete their major works. 
6. Still life, portrait, and landscape are all examples of a particular artistic genre. 
7. Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci are two of the best-known figures of the Renaissance. 
8. Oil paint became a popular medium because it allowed greater detail and richer colours. 
9. The Sistine Chapel ceiling is one of the most famous examples of fresco. 
10. The Dada movement shocked the art world with its radical and experimental avant-garde 

ideas. 
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ii.  How important was patronage for the 
success of artists in the past, and do you 
think something similar exists today? 

 

iii.  In what ways does the Baroque style differ 
from the Avant-garde? 

 

iv.  Do you think techniques such 
as fresco and triptych are still relevant for 
contemporary artists, or mainly of historical 
interest? 

 

v.  How can the study 
of iconography and genre help us 
understand cultural values in art? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about an art period or cultural influence, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 

 
During the Renaissance, wealthy families such as the Medici offered crucial patronage, allowing 
artists to experiment with new techniques. Many works used fresco painting to decorate churches, 
while large triptychs were produced for altarpieces. The iconography of these works often reflected 
religious values, but they also influenced later modernism, which rejected some traditions while still 
drawing on classical ideas. 
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English for Art: Museums & Exhibitions 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Curation a.  The origin and ownership history of a work of art. 

2. Exhibition b.  The act of obtaining an artwork for a museum or gallery. 

3. Installation c.  A group of artworks owned by a museum or institution. 

4. Collection d.  A space or building where artworks are displayed. 
5. Conservation e.  The process of organising and selecting works for display. 
6. Provenance f.  Public display of artworks, often temporary. 
7. Archive g.  Protecting and preserving artworks from damage or decay. 
8. Catalogue h.  A record or listing of works in an exhibition or collection. 
9. Acquisition i.  A type of artwork or display created in and for a specific space. 
10. Gallery j.  A store of documents, records, or historical materials. 

 
 

1. e 2. f 3. i 4. c 5. g 6. a 7. j 8. h 9. b 10. d 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Which do you think is more important for a 

museum: conservation of artworks or 
new acquisitions? Why? 

 

ii.  How can good curation make 
an exhibition more successful for visitors? 

 

 Roles / Processes Spaces / Formats Records / Documentation 
1. Curation Exhibition Provenance 
2. Conservation Installation Archive 
3. Acquisition Gallery Catalogue 
4. Interpretation Museum Collection 
5. Preservation Digital platforms Inventory  

1. The museum recently made an important acquisition of a rare manuscript. 
2.  A temporary exhibition of contemporary photography opened at the gallery last week. 
3. The mural was presented as a site-specific installation that covered the entire room. 
4. The museum is responsible for the conservation of its paintings to prevent deterioration. 
5. A detailed catalogue was produced to accompany the exhibition, listing all the works. 
6. The provenance of the sculpture shows it was once owned by a royal family. 
7. The library holds an extensive archive of letters, drawings, and historical documents. 
8. The national gallery has a permanent collection of over 2,000 artworks. 
9. Careful curation ensured that the works were selected and arranged with a clear theme. 
10. The gallery hosted a special event to celebrate its 100th anniversary. 
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iii.  Do you think the provenance of an artwork 
affects its cultural value, or only its market 
value? 

 

iv.  What role does a gallery play in education 
compared to an archive or catalogue? 

 

v.  Should large national collections be kept in 
one place, or shared through touring 
exhibitions? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences) about how museums or galleries manage and 
present art, using at least FIVE words from this unit. 

 
The museum’s permanent collection was recently expanded through the acquisition of several 
modern paintings. Careful curation shaped the new exhibition, with each work placed to highlight 
thematic links. A printed catalogue provided background details, while long-
term conservation measures were introduced to ensure the artworks remain protected for future 
visitors. 
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English for Art: Interpreting Art 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Context a.  The story or sequence of events shown in an artwork. 

2. Meaning b.  The circumstances (time, place, culture) in which a work was created. 

3. Symbolism c.  The people who view, read, or experience a work. 

4. Narrative d.  The underlying subject or idea that links elements of a work. 
5. Perspective e.  The way something is shown or depicted in art. 
6. Interpretation f.  The role or purpose that an artwork serves. 
7. Representation g.  Use of images or signs to suggest ideas or meanings beyond the literal. 
8. Theme h.  The significance or message that a work conveys. 
9. Function i.  The act of explaining or understanding a work’s meaning. 
10. Audience j.  Artistic viewpoint or angle from which something is presented. 

 
 

1. b 2. h 3. g 4. a 5. j 6. i 7. e 8. d 9. f 10. c 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  How does knowing the context of an 

artwork change its meaning? 
 

ii.  Do you think symbolism is more powerful 
when it is obvious or when it requires 
deeper interpretation? 

 

 Art Itself Analysis / Interpretation Reception / Purpose 
1. Narrative Context Audience 
2. Representation Symbolism Function 
3. Meaning Meaning Reception 
4. Perspective Interpretation Engagement 
5. Composition Allegory Use 

1. The story of a battle is shown through the painting’s dramatic narrative. 
2. Religious icons often contain symbolism, such as a dove representing peace. 
3. Context changes an image’s meaning over time and culture. 
4. One possible interpretation of the sculpture is that it represents hope after war. 
5. The artist’s choice of colours helped to express the central theme. 
6. A portrait is a representation of a person, even if it is stylised. 
7. The role or purpose of a monument can be described as its function. 
8. Viewers questioned the meaning of the abstract installation and its link to identity. 
9. A photograph taken from above shows a different perspective than one taken at eye level. 
10. The museum carefully considered its target audience when designing the exhibition. 
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iii.  How can an artist 
use narrative and theme together to express 
ideas? 

 

iv.  In what ways does perspective influence 
the audience’s experience of an artwork? 

 

v.  Should the function of art always be clear, or 
is ambiguity valuable? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences)	interpreting an artwork of your choice, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 

 
In ‘Guernica’, the central theme is the horror of war, expressed through fragmented figures and 
chaotic forms. Its historical context in the bombing of a Spanish town in 1937 adds weight to 
its meaning, showing the suffering of civilians. The distorted representation of a screaming horse 
and a weeping mother works as powerful symbolism for violence and loss. Because of its complexity, 
the painting continues to invite new interpretations from different audiences. 
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English for Art: Contemporary Issues in Art 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Globalisation a.  The use of technology to create or present artworks. 

2. Identity b.  Using elements of one culture in another, often controversially. 

3. Politics c.  The impact of government or power on artistic expression. 

4. Activism d.  Artistic practice in public spaces, often outside traditional galleries. 
5. Censorship e.  Actions through art that support social or political change. 
6. Sustainability f.  Suppression or control of artistic expression by authorities. 
7. Digital art g.  Art that addresses environmental and ecological issues. 
8. Street art h.  Inclusion of varied cultural, social, or personal backgrounds. 
9. Appropriation i.  The spread of cultural ideas and artistic exchange across the world. 
10. Diversity j.  How personal or group characteristics are expressed in art. 

 
 

1. i 2. j 3. c 4. e 5. f 6. g 7. a 8. d 9. b 10. h 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  How has globalisation changed the way 

artists share ideas and reach an audience? 
 

 Forces / Influences Practices / Forms Issues / Debates 
1. Globalisation Digital art Censorship 
2. Politics Street art Appropriation 
3. Identity Activism Sustainability 
4. Migration Performance art Diversity 
5. Technology Installation  Ethics 

1. Many artists use their work for social change, turning creativity into a form of activism. 
2. The rapid spread of ideas through travel and technology drives globalisation. 
3. Some governments restrict what artists can show through strict censorship. 
4. A mural in a city neighbourhood is an example of street art. 
5. Art made with virtual reality or artificial intelligence is usually classified as digital art. 
6. Artwork using recycled materials connects directly to sustainability. 
7. When cultural symbols are borrowed without permission, it is often criticised as 

appropriation. 
8. Portraiture can explore personal or cultural aspects of identity. 
9. The inclusion of different voices and perspectives in the art world reflects diversity. 
10. Art and politics are closely connected through issues of funding and propaganda. 
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ii.  Should street art always be considered 
vandalism, or can it also be a powerful form 
of activism? 

 

iii.  Do you think censorship ever protects 
society, or does it always harm artistic 
freedom? 

 

iv.  How can sustainability influence the choice 
of medium and materials in contemporary 
art? 

 

v.  Is appropriation always negative, or can it 
sometimes create valuable new perspectives 
on identity? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences)	about a contemporary issue in art, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 

 
Many artists today use their work as a form of activism, addressing urgent concerns such as climate 
change and sustainability. In global contexts shaped by globalisation, these messages can reach 
wider audiences and spark international debate. However, some artists face censorship when their 
work challenges authority, while others are criticised for appropriation when they borrow cultural 
symbols without permission. These debates reflect the importance of diversity and identity in 
shaping the role of art in society today. 
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English for Art: Critical Analysis in Art 
Task 1 
Match the TEN words from this unit with the correct definition.  

 Vocabulary  Definition 
1. Aesthetics a.  Based on personal feelings or opinions. 

2. Formalist b.   Concerned with beauty and artistic value. 

3. Contextual c.  Analysis focused on visual elements rather than meaning. 

4. Subjective d.  Involving comparison between two or more works. 
5. Objective e.  Making an overall decision or conclusion about a work. 
6. Critical Theory f.  The academic study of art using theoretical approaches. 
7. Evaluation g.  Based on facts and not influenced by opinion. 
8. Judgement h.  Understanding art by linking it to its time and place. 
9. Interpretive i.  The act of explaining or making sense of a work. 
10. Comparative j.  Assessing the strengths and weaknesses of an artwork. 

 
 

1. b 2. c 3. h 4. a 5. g 6. f 7. j 8. e 9. i 10. d 
 

Task 2 
Put each word from the list into the correct category and add some more of your own. 

 

Task 3 
Complete the sentences with words from task 1.  

 

Task 4 
Read the following questions carefully and plan your responses in the space provided. 
Discuss each question with your group, making sure you give full explanations rather than 
short answers.  

 Question Space for Notes 
i.  Do you think a formalist or 

a contextual approach gives a deeper 
understanding of art? Why? 

 

 Approaches Perspectives Responses 
1. Formalist Subjective Evaluation 
2. Critical theory Objective Judgement 
3. Contextual Comparative Interpretive 
4. Structuralist  Relativist  Analysis 
5. Postmodern Universalist  Critique  

1. The critic offered a detailed evaluation of the painting, noting both strengths and 
weaknesses. 

2. A formalist reading focuses on colour, line, and composition rather than social meaning. 
3. Because interpretation is subjective, art can never be completely objective. 
4. The professor asked students to make a final judgement on the exhibition’s success. 
5. A contextual approach links the artwork to its historical and cultural background. 
6. The curator’s comments were highly subjective, shaped by her personal feelings. 
7. Using Marxist theory to examine art is an example of applying critical theory to analysis. 
8. The essay presented an interpretive explanation of the symbols used in the mural. 
9. Comparing Van Gogh’s Starry Night and Munch’s The Scream is a comparative approach. 
10. The philosopher studied beauty and taste as part of the field of aesthetics. 
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ii.  Can an objective analysis ever be completely 
free from subjective views? 

 

iii.  How useful is critical theory when compared 
with more traditional forms of evaluation? 

 

iv.  Should an interpretive response always lead 
to a clear judgement, or is open-ended 
analysis valuable? 

 

v.  In what ways can a comparative perspective 
change the way we think about aesthetics? 

 

 

Task 5 
Write a short paragraph (3–4 sentences)	analysing an artwork of your choice, using at 
least FIVE words from this unit. 

 
A formalist reading of Monet’s ‘Water Lilies’ emphasises colour, brushstroke, and composition, but 
a contextual approach highlights its creation during a time of personal reflection and war in Europe. 
While an objective description might focus only on what is visible, most responses are 
inevitably subjective, shaped by individual emotion. Through evaluation of both technique and 
meaning, viewers can develop a balanced judgement about its enduring value in art. 
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Appendix 1: Sample Prompts for Discussion Task 
 

1. Materials and Media 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which material or medium do you most enjoy looking 
at in artworks, and why? 

I enjoy looking at ___ because it 
feels ___ / looks ___. 
 

ii.  How does using a canvas, watercolour, or acrylic 
paint change the effect of a painting compared to oil 
paint? 

Oil paint is ___, but 
watercolour/acrylic is ___. 
 

iii.  Do you think sculpture in marble, clay, or 
bronze expresses ideas differently from painting? 
Explain. 

Sculpture shows ideas by ___, 
while painting shows ideas by ___. 
 

iv.  If you were a curator, which materials or media would 
you select for a new exhibition, and why? 

If I were a curator, I would choose 
___ because it shows ___. 
 

v.  In your opinion, which medium best 
represents contemporary culture today: traditional 
painting, sculpture, or digital media? Give reasons. 

The medium that best represents 
today’s culture is ___ because ___. 
 

 

2. Techniques and Processes 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which techniques do you think require the most 
patience, and why? 

I think ___ requires the most 
patience because it takes a long 
time to ___. 

ii.  How is creating a sculpture through carving, casting, 
or modelling different from painting 
with brushstrokes or layering? 

Sculpture is different because it 
uses ___, while painting uses ___. 

iii.  Which process do you think is most effective for 
showing detail: engraving, etching, or sketching? 
Explain your answer. 

I think ___ is most effective for 
showing detail because ___. 

iv.  In your opinion, how does shading or glazing change 
the overall effect of an artwork? 

Shading makes the artwork look 
___, while glazing makes it look 
___. 

v.  If you were to learn one new technique, would you 
choose a drawing process, a sculptural process, or a 
printing process? Give reasons. 

I would choose ___ because ___. 

 

3. Styles & Movements 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which movement do you personally find most 
interesting, and why? 

I find ___ most interesting because 
it shows ___ / uses ___ / makes 
me feel ___. 

ii.  How are Impressionism and Cubism different in their 
approach to representing the world? 

Impressionism shows the world by 
___, while Cubism shows it by ___. 

iii.  Do you think Pop Art and Minimalism reflect modern 
society in different ways? Explain. 

Pop Art reflects society by ___, but 
Minimalism reflects it by ___. 

iv.  How did movements like Futurism and Abstract 
Expressionism change people’s ideas of what art 
could be? 

Futurism changed ideas of art by 
___, and Abstract Expressionism 
changed them by ___. 
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v.  In today’s world, which movement (Realism, 
Modernism, or Postmodernism) do you think best 
describes contemporary culture? Give reasons. 

I think ___ best describes today’s 
culture because it ___ / represents 
___ / connects with ___. 

 

4. Visual Elements 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which visual element do you think has the strongest 
impact on how a viewer experiences a painting? Why? 

I think ___ has the strongest 
impact because it makes the 
viewer feel ___ / notice ___ / focus 
on ___. 

ii.  How do artists use balance and contrast differently to 
create interest in an artwork? 

Balance creates interest by ___, 
while contrast creates interest by 
___. 

iii.  In what ways can space and perspective change the 
meaning or mood of an image? 

Space changes the mood by ___, 
and perspective changes it by ___. 

iv.  Do you think colour or light plays a more important 
role in creating atmosphere? Explain your answer. 

I think ___ is more important 
because it ___. 

v.  How could the combination of line, shape, and 
form influence the overall composition of a design? 

Line influences the design by ___, 
shape by ___, and form by ___. 

 

5. Adjectives for Critique 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which quality do you think makes a painting more 
powerful: being evocative or being expressive? Why? 

I think ___ makes a painting more 
powerful because it ___. 

ii.  Can a work that looks fragmented still 
feel harmonious? Give an example or explain your 
view. 

Yes, it can feel harmonious if ___. 

iii.  How might a monumental sculpture create a different 
effect than a delicate drawing? 

A monumental sculpture creates 
___, while a delicate drawing 
creates ___. 

iv.  Do you find abstract art less engaging 
than figurative art, or do they offer different 
strengths? 

I find ___ more engaging because 
___.  

v.  In your opinion, is art more effective when it 
is symbolic or when it is dynamic? Explain. 

I think art is more effective when it 
is ___ because ___. 

 

6. Art History & Culture 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which period do you think had a greater influence on 
Western art: the Renaissance or Modernism? Why? 

I think ___ had a greater influence 
because it introduced ___ / 
changed ___. 

ii.  How important was patronage for the success of 
artists in the past, and do you think something similar 
exists today? 

Patronage was important because 
___. 
Today, something similar exists in 
___ (e.g. sponsorship, grants, 
galleries) because ___. 

iii.  In what ways does the Baroque style differ from 
the Avant-garde? 

The Baroque style is ___, while the 
Avant-garde is ___. 

iv.  Do you think techniques such 
as fresco and triptych are still relevant for 
contemporary artists, or mainly of historical interest? 

I think these techniques are ___ 
because ___. 

http://www.academic-englishuk.com/
http://www.academic-englishuk.com/english-for-art


                                                             
 www.academic-englishuk.com                  

 

 
COPYRIGHT of www.academic-englishuk.com/english-for-art 

v.  How can the study of iconography and genre help us 
understand cultural values in art? 

Studying iconography helps us 
understand ___, and genre helps 
us see ___. 

 

7. Museums & Exhibitions 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Which do you think is more important for a 
museum: conservation of artworks or 
new acquisitions? Why? 

I think ___ is more important 
because it ___. 

ii.  How can good curation make an exhibition more 
successful for visitors? 

Good curation can make an 
exhibition more successful by ___. 

iii.  Do you think the provenance of an artwork affects its 
cultural value, or only its market value? 

Provenance affects ___ because 
___. 

iv.  What role does a gallery play in education compared 
to an archive or catalogue? 

A gallery helps education by ___, 
while an archive or catalogue 
helps by ___. 

v.  Should large national collections be kept in one place, 
or shared through touring exhibitions? 

I think collections should be ___ 
because ___. 

 

8. Interpreting Art 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  How does knowing the context of an artwork change 
its meaning? 

Knowing the context changes the 
meaning because ___. 

ii.  Do you think symbolism is more powerful when it is 
obvious or when it requires deeper interpretation? 

I think symbolism is more powerful 
when it is ___ because ___. 

iii.  How can an artist use narrative and theme together 
to express ideas? 

An artist can use narrative by ___ 
and theme by ___ to show ___. 

iv.  In what ways does perspective influence 
the audience’s experience of an artwork? 

Perspective influences the 
audience’s experience by ___. 

v.  Should the function of art always be clear, or is 
ambiguity valuable? 

I think ambiguity is valuable 
because ___. 

 

9. Contemporary Issue in Art 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  How has globalisation changed the way artists share 
ideas and reach an audience? 

Globalisation has changed this by 
___. 

ii.  Should street art always be considered vandalism, or 
can it also be a powerful form of activism? 

Street art can be seen as ___ 
because ___. 

iii.  Do you think censorship ever protects society, or does 
it always harm artistic freedom? 

Censorship can ___, but it also 
___. 

iv.  How can sustainability influence the choice 
of medium and materials in contemporary art? 

Sustainability influences art 
because ___. 

v.  Is appropriation always negative, or can it sometimes 
create valuable new perspectives on identity? 

Appropriation is negative when 
___, but positive when ___. 

 

10. Critical Analysis in Art 
 Question Sample Prompts 

i.  Do you think a formalist or a contextual approach 
gives a deeper understanding of art? Why? 

I think ___ gives a deeper 
understanding because it ___. 

ii.  Can an objective analysis ever be completely free 
from subjective views? 

Objective analysis tries to ___, but 
subjective views still ___. 
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iii.  How useful is critical theory when compared with 
more traditional forms of evaluation? 

Critical theory is useful because 
___, while traditional evaluation 
___. 

iv.  Should an interpretive response always lead to a 
clear judgement, or is open-ended analysis valuable? 

I think ___ is better because ___. 

v.  In what ways can a comparative perspective change 
the way we think about aesthetics? 

A comparative perspective 
changes our view of aesthetics by 
___. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.academic-englishuk.com/
http://www.academic-englishuk.com/english-for-art


                                                             
 www.academic-englishuk.com                  

 

 
COPYRIGHT of www.academic-englishuk.com/english-for-art 

Appendix 2: Quiz 
Student A  
Ask your partner the following questions to see how much they remember. 

 Question Answer 
1.  What do you call paint that is mixed with water and creates 

transparent layers? 
Watercolour. 

2.  What do you call the art movement where everyday objects and 
media images were repeated? 

Pop Art. 

3.  What do you call a painting style that aims to show real life as it 
appears, with little distortion or symbolism? 

Realism. 

4.  What do you call the use of signs and images to suggest ideas beyond 
the literal? 

Symbolism. 

5.  What do you call an approach to analysis that focuses mainly on visual 
elements like colour, line, and form? 

Formalist. 

6.  What do you call a quick drawing that captures the main features of a 
subject? 

Sketch. 

7.  What do you call a three-panel painting often used in religious art? Triptych. 
 

8.  What do you call the surface quality of an artwork, such as rough, 
smooth, or soft? 

Texture. 

9.  What do you call an art movement that focused on speed, technology, 
and modern life? 

Futurism. 

10.  Make your own question and add it here. 
 

 

 
Student B  
Ask your partner the following questions to see how much they remember. 

 Question Answer 
1.  What do you call the process of shaping clay into a form by hand or 

with tools? 
Modelling. 

2.  What do you call the element of art that refers to depth, height, and 
width in an object? 

Form. 

3.  What do you call the careful planning and organisation of artworks in 
an exhibition? 

Curation. 

4.  What do you call the practice of controlling or limiting what artists can 
show in their work? 

Censorship. 

5.  What do you call the inclusion of different cultural, social, or personal 
backgrounds in art? 

Diversity. 

6.  What do you call the technique of applying thin layers of paint to 
create depth or shine? 

Glazing. 

7.  What do you call the study of symbols and their meanings in 
artworks? 

Iconography. 

8.  What do you call the protection and preservation of artworks in 
museums? 

Conservation. 

9.  What do you call a style of art that tries to capture light and 
movement, often outdoors? 

Impressionism. 

10.  Make your own question and add it here. 
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